Web Site Evaluation Checklist
(for students collecting resources for a research paper)

Things to know and do:

1. You should not start your research by looking on the Web with a search engine.  You should collect some background knowledge first by looking at sources in the library.  An encyclopedia or Wikipedia can be used.

2. You should only use articles that you can read and understand well. 

3. Anyone can put articles on the Web from university professors to primary school students. Be careful!

4. Information you find on the Web may not be true.  It may also be biased (someone's opinion).  If so, it is very important to find opinions on both sides of the question.

5. When you find an article, read the first and last paragraph. Then read the first sentence in each paragraph.  Don't use a dictionary.  Do you understand the main ideas of the article?  If not, don't use the article. 

Answer the following questions "yes" or "no".  If you have more than 3 "No" answers, do not use the information in the article in your research paper.

Objectivity/Advocacy:

Some articles are written to report information objectively (without the author’s opinion). Other articles are written to “advocate” the author’s point of view, either for or against an issue.  It is okay to use advocacy articles, but you also need to find an equal number of articles from the other side’s point of view.

1. ___Is it clear to you that this article is either objective reporting or an advocacy article?


Which is it? (check one) ___objective
___advocacy

2.  ___Is more than one viewpoint expressed?

3. ___Can you identify the name of the organization that put up this Web site?


Which organization is sponsoring it? 

Authority:
1. ___Do you know who wrote the information on this page?  

2. ___Is there a link to contact the author? 

3. ___ Is there information to show that the author is knowledgeable or an expert? 

Check the URL (Web address).  A tilde (~) means the page is a personal one, not part of an organization’s official Web site.  Try putting the author’s name into Google.  Find his/her credentials. See what else s/he has written.  You can also put the URL into Google.  This will show you which sites link to the page you found.

Accuracy:

1. ___ Can you tell where the author got his/her information?  Are there links to the sources?

2. ___ Is the information typed correctly, with correct grammar and spelling?

Currency:

It is important to have up-to-date information.  Some Web sites have old information that is still useful, but if the actual Web site is not updated, you may doubt the information that is presented.

1. ___Can you find the date that this article was originally written?


Date:

2. ___Can you find the date that this article was put on the Web?


Date:

3. ___Can you find the date that this article was revised?

4. ___Click on three links in the text (if there are links in the text).  Are all the links working?

Coverage:

Some Web sites are collections of links to other Web sites.  They are useful, but they not considered a “source” of information for your paper.  

1. ___Does this Web site contain original information?

2. ___Does this article contain information that will help you with your paper? 
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